Antipsychotic drug side effects: their relationship to dose.
The risk of adverse side effects of neuroleptic agents must be considered carefully in the treatment of acute and long-term psychotic states. Consequences should be assessed by analysis of dose-response relationships, risk factors, and central nervous system (especially extrapyramidal) side effects, as well as the influence of neuroleptics on neurotransmitter systems. Appropriate minimum dosages of neuroleptics must be further evaluated as an effective measure in reducing these side effects.